
 

purchased.  The request is then reviewed, along with associated Material Safety Data Sheets and 
chemical databases, to identify requirements, potential environmental hazards, and health and 
safety risks.  When reasonable, suitable substitutes are discussed with the requester.  If no 
substitute is available, authorization to use the material may be denied, or requirements are 
developed for use of the material to minimize risks (e.g., storage methods, personal protective 
equipment and handling requirements, training, spill prevention methods, and waste disposal). 

All chemicals stored at Yucca Mountain and other sites operated by the Project are inventoried 
and tracked.  This information is used to comply with the requirements of EPCRA and Nevada 
regulations (Sections 2.7.3 and 2.7.4).  

3.8.2 Waste Management 

Hazardous and Universal Wastes–To meet the requirements of the RCRA (Section 2.7.4), all 
hazardous and universal wastes are accumulated, packaged, transported, and disposed of offsite 
in accordance with federal and state requirements (Section 2.7.4).  These wastes were generated 
from sources such as laboratory studies, routine cleaning and maintenance, construction, and 
excess supplies from discontinued equipment.  There were two offsite shipments of these wastes 
during 2003. 

Nonhazardous Waste–During 2003, refuse, industrial, salvageable, and other non-hazardous 
waste were recycled, reused, or disposed of (Table 5) in accordance with federal and state 
requirements (Section 2.7.4).  As part of the YMP pollution-prevention program (Section 3.8.3), 
efforts were made to recycle rather than dispose of waste whenever possible. 

Table 5. Types and Amounts of Wastes Recycled, Reused, or Disposed of in 2003 

Material Method Amounta 
Debris (hydrocarbon-contaminated) Disposed 24 metric tons 
Industrial solid waste  Disposed 11.4 metric tons 
Refuse (Las Vegas) Disposed 663 metric tons 
Refuse (Site) Disposed 10 tons 
Tires (non-recyclable) Disposed 0 

Aluminum cans Recycled 0.75 metric tons 
Antifreeze Recycled 228 gal 
Cardboard Recycled 2 metric tons 
Copy machine and printer toner cartridges Recycled 1.56 metric tons 
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Table 5. Types and Amounts of Wastes Recycled, Reused, or Disposed of in 2003 (Continued) 

Material Method Amounta 
Ferrous and non-ferrous metals (does not include aluminum cans) Recycled 1789 metric tons 
Lead-acid batteries Recycled 5.3 metric tons 
Paper Recycled 336 metric tons 
Soil (hydrocarbon-contaminated) Recycled 24 yd3 
Tires (truck and heavy-equipment)  Recycled 100 to 125 tires 
Used oil from equipment maintenance Recycled 2900 gal 
Used oil from oil/water separator Recycled 25 gal 
Used oil total Recycled 2925 gal 
Used computersb Recycled 14 metric tons 
Water (oil/water separator) Recycled 92,000 gal 
Water (mine waste water) Recycled 16,440 gal 
Used computersb Reused 969 items/2 metric 

tons 
Used notebooksc Not applicable Not applicable 
aValues are presented in the unit of measure reported to regulatory agencies. 
bRepresents fiscal year values. 
cUsed notebook binders are no longer tracked because archival-quality binders were used.  The archival quality 

allows the binders to be reused multiple times, unlike the less costly non-archival-quality binders. 

3.8.3 Pollution Prevention 

The YMP’s pollution prevention program is described in the Waste Minimization and Pollution 
Prevention Awareness Plan (YMP 2001c).  The plan establishes a pollution prevention 
committee, reporting and record-keeping requirements, and requirements for 
pollution-prevention opportunity assessments.  

Pollution Prevention Committee–Three meetings of the Pollution Prevention Committee were 
held during 2003.  Representatives from organizations and departments across the YMP attended 
the meetings.  Topics discussed included the implementation of pollution prevention measures, 
including sustainable design, affirmative purchasing, energy efficiency, water conservation, 
waste management, purchase approval and tracking of hazardous materials and wastes, and 
waste minimization.  These meetings provided an opportunity to talk about attainable action 
items from established pollution-prevention goals.  Committee members bring topics and issues 
back to their departments for further input, action, and to increase employee awareness.    

Reporting and Record-Keeping Requirements–Executive Order 13101 (63 FR 49643 
[Section 2.1.5]) requires that each federal agency purchase, to the greatest extent practicable, 
EPA-designated products containing recycled materials (40 CFR Part 247).  YMP has an 
affirmative procurement program that supports the federal goal to purchase 100 percent of such 
items by 2005, except when the items are not readily available, not competitively priced, or do 
not meet performance specifications.  During fiscal year 2003, the YMP affirmative procurement 
program attained about 97 percent compliance with this goal.  An affirmative procurement report 
summarizing this information was prepared as required by Executive Order 13101 
(Sullivan 2003). 
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Table 5. Types and Amounts of Wastes Recycled, Reused, or Disposed of in 2003 (Continued) 

Material Method Amounta 
Ferrous and non-ferrous metals (does not include aluminum cans) Recycled 1789 metric tons 
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Used computersb Reused 969 items/2 metric 
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aValues are presented in the unit of measure reported to regulatory agencies. 
bRepresents fiscal year values. 
cUsed notebook binders are no longer tracked because archival-quality binders were used.  The archival quality 

allows the binders to be reused multiple times, unlike the less costly non-archival-quality binders. 

3.8.3 Pollution Prevention 

The YMP’s pollution prevention program is described in the Waste Minimization and Pollution 
Prevention Awareness Plan (YMP 2001c).  The plan establishes a pollution prevention 
committee, reporting and record-keeping requirements, and requirements for 
pollution-prevention opportunity assessments.  

Pollution Prevention Committee–Three meetings of the Pollution Prevention Committee were 
held during 2003.  Representatives from organizations and departments across the YMP attended 
the meetings.  Topics discussed included the implementation of pollution prevention measures, 
including sustainable design, affirmative purchasing, energy efficiency, water conservation, 
waste management, purchase approval and tracking of hazardous materials and wastes, and 
waste minimization.  These meetings provided an opportunity to talk about attainable action 
items from established pollution-prevention goals.  Committee members bring topics and issues 
back to their departments for further input, action, and to increase employee awareness.    

Reporting and Record-Keeping Requirements–Executive Order 13101 (63 FR 49643 
[Section 2.1.5]) requires that each federal agency purchase, to the greatest extent practicable, 
EPA-designated products containing recycled materials (40 CFR Part 247).  YMP has an 
affirmative procurement program that supports the federal goal to purchase 100 percent of such 
items by 2005, except when the items are not readily available, not competitively priced, or do 
not meet performance specifications.  During fiscal year 2003, the YMP affirmative procurement 
program attained about 97 percent compliance with this goal.  An affirmative procurement report 
summarizing this information was prepared as required by Executive Order 13101 
(Sullivan 2003). 
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